As noted by John T. Edsall, professor emeritus of Harvard University and chairman of the AAAS Committee on Scientific Freedom and Responsibility, which proposed the award, "Those scientists and engineers who act on behalf of scientific freedom and responsibility under difficult circumstances are performing services of exceptional value to society. Often such actions also involve high risks to the career of the individial who undertakes them, and require courage beyond the usual call of duty. All of us on the Committee believe that the exceptional people who have performed such services should receive some appropriate recognition. This is in part to honor them, but it also is to spread, among the scientific public and the public in general awareness of the imp6r-tance of maintaining scientific freedom and responsibility."
Members of the AAAS or its affiliated professional societies are invited to nominate candidates for the award by providing the following information: the name and address of their nominee; a brief statement (about 100 words) describing the action(s) of their nominee which they believe merits recognition; general background information about their candidate (no longer than three pages); and names and addresses of one or two other persons (one of whom must be a scientist) who support the nomination. 
